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ABSTRACT

The Republic of Korea Reserve Forces (ROKRF), established in 1968, continue to function through
continuous changes such as improving laws and systems and optimizing organizations while complying
with social and policy changes. However, the reduction of standing forces, changes in the operating
environment, and the reduction of reserve forces required to carry out operations require the
re-establishment of the concept of operation of regional reserve forces. In this study, we aimed to
diagnose the phenomenon of regional reserve groups and derive an optimized operation plan for regional
reserve groups in consideration of changes in the future security environment, operation support system,
and law and order system. The operating system presented the mission of establishing local reserve
forces suitable for the operating environment, organization, and organization maintenance for the future
as well as maintenance and development of combat power through education and training. Finally, in the
law and order system section, a plan to revise laws was proposed in consideration of the task of
operating and constructing regional reserve forces and re-establishing them.
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<Table 1> Changes in reserve forces’ duties
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- Important facilities and Communication

1968 - Enemy or armed defense is extinguished . .
line security

« Preparing for mobilization
1970 - Expense for important facilities and - Enemy or armed defense is extinguished

communication lines

+ Preparing for mobilization

- Expense for important facilities and - Enemy or armed defense is extinguished
communication lines - Suppression of armed desire

- Civil defense support

# Source: adapted from Lee, W. H. (2015, p. 222).
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<Table 2> Status of integration and closure of regional reserve forces?

Diviei 2020. 2021. 2022. 2023. 2024.
1vision (21. 1. 1.) (22. 1. 1.) (23. 1. 1.) (24. 1. 1.) (25. 1. 1.)

# of troops 3,049 2,838 2,666 2473 2,290
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<Table 3> Target and time of reserve forces training®)

Mobilization reserve forces | Regional reserve
L training forces training Preliminary
Division Mobilizati time
Mobilization obl 1 zation Basic | Fieldwork
undesignated
New discharged person 16 hours
el
o 47 2 nights and 3
vears | Mobilization fents an 128 hours
. . days (32
Solider undesignated hours) (132 hours)
5% to 61| Mobilization 12 hours
vears | undesignated 8 hours (6Hx2) 140 hours
7™ to 8" years Take extra training for uncompleted training 160 hours
Mobilization | 2 nights and
1%t to 6| designated 3 days
. years | Mobilization 2 nights and
Officer undesignated 3 days
th .
7" years :;eretlrement Take extra training for uncompleted training
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<Table 4> Summary of studies about Korean regional reserve groups

Study Research data Main contents

Suggestions for elite Korean | Through a case study of the development of the

Shin. D. & ..
Jurin C vy reserve forces through examples | U.S. reserve forces, the revision of the Armed
(%()16') " |of Uu.s. reserve forces’ | Forces Organization Act and the introduction of
development total power to elite reserve forces are argued.

Presentation of the concept of operation of local
Lee, K. P. |Future local defense operation |defense operations and the development plan of

(2017) development plan operation continuity in consideration of changes in
the future operating environment.

After the reunification of the North and South

Jeong, J. S Korea’s preparation after | Korea, considering the security situation and
(2%’1 85 " |reunification with reserve power | conditions on the Korean Peninsula, the appropriate
operation size of reserve forces and the presentation of a new

reserve force operation system are presented.

Direction of promotion  of
Kang, Y. G. |reserve power policy according

(2019) to changes in the security
environment in the 21% Century

Present detailed issues and future-oriented
development directions for each core element of the
reserve power policy.

Following the promotion of | Analysis of the problems of the operation continuity
Kim, M. S. |national defense reform in the|support system of the regional reserve forces

(2019) direction of the wartime power |during the exhibition and presentation of plans for
generation operation and development.

In connection with Defense
Reform 2.0 plan for promoting
elite reserve power

Jeong, H. S.
(2019)

Proposed a plan to promote the elite reserve forces
in preparation for future security threats.

Power generation of reserve
Koo & Park |forces in Singapore through the

(2019) case of the reserve forces
system

It analyzes the Singapore reserve forces system
with similarities to Korea and proposes a plan to
promote the elite reserve forces.
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A theoretical background study
on reserve power reserve
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Presenting the direction of development on the optimized
operation of future regional reserve forces

<Figure 1> Analytical framework
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<Table 5> Contents of the past government’s defense reform promotion

Participatory Lee Myungbak Park Geunhye

L. government government government

Division 3
Defense Reform 2020 Defense Reform 307 Eliap e
Reform
+ Expanding the civil service

Major base - Defense Advancement
contents of | - Reorganization of command| Promotion Committee - Strengthening the

national structure - Active suppression of capabilities of joint

defense - Low cost, high efficiency| North Korea operations

reform defense management | - Strengthen teamwork

innovation

- Establishment of a

- Guarantee the reserve forces
. . effectiveness of partial| regionalization
- Supplementing the .
. . . mobilization management system
Promotion of | organization dedicated to . . .
. - Reserve officer elitism - Introduction of a part-
elite reserve | reserve power .. . .
- Science reserve forces| time service system
forces - Improvement of reserve .. .. .
.. training - Formalization of regional
forces training system ,
- Local reserve forces reserve forces
equipment and supplies - Regional reserve forces

change weapons

% Source: adapted from Kim, M. S. (2019)
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<Table 6> Estimation of male population fluctuations in their 20s2!

Division 2020 2022 2025 2028 2030 2035
# of people 3,703,732 3,548195 3,094,403 2,690,379 2,471,743 2,302,636
Decrease rate (%) - 4.2 12.8 157 82 6.9

<Table 7> Future reserve forces resource change trend2?

Division 2020 2022 2025 2028 2030
# of people 2686 259.1 239.1 224.3 2077
(ten thousand)
Decrease rate (%) - 36 7 6.2 2.9
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<Table 8> Status of male population in their 20s (2029 years old) by region25)

Metropolitan city Rural and fishing villages
Division | Gangnam-gu, | Yeonsu-gu, | Yuseong—gu, | Cheongsong-gun, | Jinan-gun, | Sinan-gun,
Seoul Incheon Daejeon Gyeongsangbuk | Jeollabuk | Jeollanam
#of people 32,778 28,094 35,879 922 977 1,533
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<Table 9> Reserve forces’ mission (improvement plan)

1. Prepare for mobilization during wartime, peacetime, or national emergency
2. Non—military support (national disasters: e.g., casualties, natural disasters)
3. Participate in international peace activities and strategies

4. Support other activities to protect the lives and property of the people
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<Figure 2> Organizing the future regional reserve forces stage
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<Table 11> Improvement of regional reserve forces training
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