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ABSTRACT

China is challenging the hegemony of the United States through its economic power, creating the
so-called New Cold War. The consequent conflict between the US and China can cause selective coercion
in South Korea. South Korea is highly dependent on the United States militarily and on China economically.
In a conflict, if Korea is asked for selective support, there will be a dilemma in policymaking. Accordingly,
| studied the geopolitical dilemma in South Korea resulting from the US-China competition and six security
issues . | was able to identify six conflict factors related to Korean security: the North Korean nuclear
problem, the role of US forces in South Korea, friction due to protectionism, the battle for the
semiconductor market, the formation of the Pacific Coast Council, and the discharge of contaminated
water from nuclear power plants in Japan. | examined the flexible survival strategies that Korea could
choose for each security issue. | expected policy utility by dividing it into military, economic, and
diplomatic fields.
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<Table 1> South Korea’s security issues derived from US-China competition
Security . .
Security issues Mutual conflict factors
area
A solution to the North . US' : Forced to give up nuclear weapons through pressure
il Korean nuclear issue policy
M;htlzry e China : Force denuclearization, but guarantee the regime
ie
. e US : Allied defense purpose
USFK 1 . . . .
s roe e China : Threats to East Asian and Chinese Security
. e US : Imposing high tariffs to protect the domestic economy
Friction due to . . .
. e China : Promotion of export control system and domestic
protectionism . .
. demand reinforcement policy
Economic — - - -
field e US China’s high-tech pressures with semiconductor
The battle for control
semiconductor market |¢ China : Refrain from responding, temporary prescription
with used equipment
. - e US : Withdrawal from TPP, request for reunification of
Formation of Pacific .. .
Coast Council traditional allies
) ) e China : RCEP led, rapidly expanding power
Diplomatic Disch ;
field scharge o e US : support the discharge of contaminated water
contaminated water from . . . ¢ .y .
. |* China : The US. is an ‘accomplice’ in supporting the
nuclear power plants in . .
Japan discharge of contaminated water
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